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 NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING  
commencing 7.15 for 7.30 p.m. at 

Dalkeith Hall, 97 Waratah Avenue, Dalkeith 

  

Wednesday, 1 October 2014 

Judy Fisher (Ecologist, Fisher Research)  

“Dampier Peninsula Monsoon Vine Thickets, Indigenous People’s 
Traditional and Western Scientific Management of their culturally 

and ecologically significant lands”                   

 

Wednesday, 5 November 2014 

Donna Mak (University of Notre Dame Australia) 

“Best memory of medical school: The Kimberley” 

(Rural and Remote Health Placement Program for medical students) 

 

Wednesday, 3 December 2014 

Daryl Moncrieff (Department of Parks and Wildlife) 

“DPaW and Joint management of lands in the Kimberley” 

 
Please note that, with many of our speakers involved in work-related travel, this program may change 
at short notice. Should a speaker not be available, the topic may differ on the evening.  

 
Members and visitors are invited to stay for supper after the meetings.  

The Society asks a $2.00 hospitality fee from non-members. 
   

 

  INSIDE INFORMATION 

KFA Annual Public Lecture, Wednesday 29 October 2014. Details on page 7. 

“From the President” (on page 2) mentions a likely return to The Palms in 2015. 
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....... 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The Kimberley Society’s monthly meetings at the Dalkeith Hall are progressing well. 
Members and visitors have settled in with the change of venue and facilities. 
Recently the City of Subiaco contacted the Society’s Council to advise that The 
Palms Community Centre may be available again for monthly meetings before the 
end of 2014 as work is progressing to replace the asbestos roof of The Lords Centre, 
the event that led to us moving to Dalkeith. To avoid disruption to members we will 
continue to meet at Dalkeith Hall for 2014, with suitable warning to advise when 
meetings will return to The Palms Community Centre. So there will be no changes 
until adequate notice is provided in this newsletter. 

With increases in commitments and the pressures of work, our monthly presenters 
are regularly changing at short notice. The Council endeavours to notify members of 
changes but stops short of outlaying funds to do that. If sufficient notice is received, 
the change is evident in the Boab Bulletin notices. If this is not possible, then email 
notifications will be provided to members who have registered their email addresses. 
To ensure that you receive advice of changes please ensure that the Kimberley 
Society Membership Secretary has your email address. You will not only be kept 
informed but will also receive your Boab Bulletin in colour by email. 

The very pressures that are affecting planned presenters for the Society’s meetings 
are also influencing my availability. Due to work responsibilities, I was away for the 
last meeting and will be absent from the October meeting. I look forward to attending 
the monthly meetings for the remainder of the year to enjoy your company and 
participate in the rewarding experience of learning more about the wonderful 
Kimberley region. 

Jeff Murray  

 

BRADSHAW ART OF THE KIMBERLEY  

A former Kimberley Society member wishes to sell a copy of Grahame Walsh’s book 
Bradshaw Art of the Kimberley. Purchased in August 2000, it has been kept in its 
original packaging and is in excellent condition. Denise is hoping for $4,000 ono and 
can be contacted at boabtree2011@gmail.com or on 0407998379. The book is at 
High Wycombe (a Perth suburb) and can be examined before purchase. 

 

  

mailto:boabtree2011@gmail.com
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KIMBERLEY CONNECTIONS (BETWEEN KEVIN AND HOWARD COATE) 

On 1 May 2013, Kevin Coate, who is a foundation member of the Kimberley Society, 
treated his fellow members to a PowerPoint presentation containing more than 80 
photographs. Kevin’s cousin Howard Coate, an itinerant missionary and linguist, took 
many of the photographs. Kevin, who has more than 50 years of experience in the 
Kimberley, took some of the others. He worked on the construction of the Gibb River 
Road and other beef roads in the 1960s and was a pioneer in nature-based tourism, 
from 1975 onward, specializing in remote areas.  

The talk covered the years 1934 to 1983. Some of Kevin’s early involvement in the 
Kimberley saw him spend time with his cousin. 

Howard came to WA from the UK in 1927. Then, while studying at Perth Bible 
Institute, he became friendly with Tom Street, a missionary with the United 
Aborigines Mission on Sunday Island. The Kimberley beckoned, and Howard headed 
north to work with Aboriginal people in 1934.  

In the 1930s and ’40s, most stations along the Fitzroy River were running sheep. 
Donkeys were used widely for pulling wagons. Mounted police patrols and mailmen 
with pack-mules were still operating over the range. Horses and mules provided the 
main means of personal transport, and it was not until the 1950s and ’60s that the 
roads over the range from Derby came into existence. 

Aboriginal people had worked on the stations for decades but still observed and 
practised their traditional culture. The photos showed their ceremonial activities, 
which included the use of decorated boards and bullroarers.   

Working with the United Aborigines Mission, Howard learned to converse with 
Ngarinyin and Worora people and began to record words from their language. The 
Rev. Love at Kunmunya Presbyterian Mission helped him, providing insight into the 
complicated verbal system when Howard visited Port George IV on the Kimberley 
coast. This work made Howard a valuable ally for linguists and anthropologists. A 
long association with Sydney University Professor A P Elkin and Dr Arthur Capell, 
begun before Howard married Hazel Duncan in 1940, saw him go on Kimberley trips 
and undertake research on their behalf. 

 

 Hazel and Howard Coate with the Mt House Station wagon.  

After his marriage, 
Howard used the 
wagon and donkey 
team from Mt House 
Station to shift his 
belongings over the 
Phillips Range to Mt 
Barnett Station.  

In the early 1940s, 
he had the Derby to 
Mt House mail run. 
Each round trip took 
about a month and, 
in his photos, we 
saw various parts of 
the route. 

http://www.hum.au.dk/ling/research/Howard%20coate.htm
http://www.kimberleysociety.org/oldfiles/1999/THE%20EARLY%201960s%20ERA%20IN%20THE%20KIMBERLEY%20Jun%2099.pdf
http://www.kimberleysociety.org/oldfiles/1999/THE%20EARLY%201960s%20ERA%20IN%20THE%20KIMBERLEY%20Jun%2099.pdf
http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public/Inventory/Details/06e9587d-1dc7-432f-8ae8-64d1058b322c
http://trove.nla.gov.au/result?q=subject%3A%22United+Aborigines+Mission%22
http://archives.samuseum.sa.gov.au/tindaletribes/ngarinjin.htm
http://archives.samuseum.sa.gov.au/tribalmap/html/map_L3_C1_B2.html
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/love-james-robert-beattie-7241
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/elkin-adolphus-peter-10109
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/capell-arthur-12292
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Howard’s stint as the leaseholder on Mt Barnett Station lasted until 1948. Photos 
showed the original homestead, the replacement that he and another missionary 
built, and some of the work they did with cattle. 

The extent to which Howard moved about the central and west Kimberley was 
evident in the photos. Some showed the mission house, lugger, and Aboriginal 
quarters at Sunday Island Mission, where he was the superintendent for a while. 
Another one showed the original homestead built at Mount Elizabeth Station in 1946-
1947. It had a thatched roof of grass, which was later replaced by corrugated iron. 
Mrs Frank Lacy was in that photo with her children Peter and Ann. Other people in 
other photos included Mrs Eva Watt, who operated a taxi service out of Derby, 
standing with Darcy Ryder (known as the bush poet) at Udialla Station. And there 
was Scotty Sadler, an early settler who had a small lease over the range near Imintji 
on the Gibb River Road. Sadler also owned Tableland Station for several decades, 
and Howard built stockyards for him one wet season. 

But it was Howard’s connection with Aboriginal people, language and art for which 
he was best known. In 1946 Professor Elkin asked if he would search in the Glenelg 
River region for two caves containing Aboriginal art described by Lt George Grey in 
1838. The paintings had baffled everyone for years as they indicated that another 
race of people might have inhabited Northern Australia – or, as Erich von Daniken 
later suggested, that extra terrestrial beings might have dropped by. 

 Using pack-donkeys, and accompanied by his friend Albert Barunga and a second 
Aboriginal guide in 1947, Howard eventually located the caves, photographed them, 
and meticulously sketched and measured the paintings. In later years he took 
several other people to the site from Kunmunya. They included the Government 
Botanist, Charles Gardner. Howard visited the site for the last time at the age of 73 in 
1983, backpacking there and back (from the abandoned Pantijan Station) with Kevin.  

 

Howard Coate’s sketch of the Wandjina figures described by Lt George Grey. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/grey-sir-george-2125
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erich_von_D%C3%A4niken
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/barunga-albert-9446
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/gardner-charles-austin-10275
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Howard’s association with Elkin saw him measure and sketch many figures at other 
art sites. Some of those were at a cave near Bachsten Creek, recorded by Fred 
Brockman in 1901, some 40 years or more before Howard visited it. 
 

 The Bachsten Creek art site, situated in a beautiful spot beside a large pool. 

Howard also collected and recorded Aboriginal mythology connected to Wandjina 
art. That work took him to remote locations in the Kimberley, accompanied by 
Aboriginal people. One photo, taken in the early sixties,  showed Sam Woolagoodja 
and Watty Ngerdu at Iladi Creek in the Doubtful Bay region. Another photo showed 
several Aboriginal men with a dugout canoe in the Prince Regent River. The canoe 
was probably of Macassan origin.  

One of Howard’s most trusted informants was Mickey Bungani, who was shown in 
one photo standing next to a stone marker in the Hunter River area. Bungani was a 
boy living near Mt Waterloo when Joseph Bradshaw settled at Marigui in the early 
1890s, and Howard recorded Bungani’s memories of that time. That material was 
reproduced on pages 163 to 165 of the Kimberley Society’s book Kimberley History : 
People, Exploration and Development, with a photo of Bungani on page 156.  

Reaching the last of Howard’s photos, Kevin alluded to a period when his cousin left 
the Kimberley. That period included five months as the Liaison Officer between the 
Northern Territory Branch of Aboriginal Affairs and the 1948 “American-Australian 
Scientific Expedition to Arnhem Land” led by the anthropologist Charles P Mountford. 
After that, Howard trained as a nurse and midwife, and served as acting matron at 
the Derby Aboriginal hospital. He still found time for the bush, however, and in the 
early 1980s, while relieving Thiess Brothers caretakers at Silent Grove, he took 
Kevin through Gardiners Gap on a stock route through the range between Silent 
Grove and Bell Creek. 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/drake-brockman-frederick-slade-6015
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/drake-brockman-frederick-slade-6015
http://kimberleysociety.org/oldfiles/2003/UNDER%20A%20REGENT%20MOON%20Dec%2003.pdf
http://www.kimberleysociety.org/images/kimbsoc-33--thahnaiguh.pdf
http://www.kimberleysociety.org/images/kimbsoc-33--thahnaiguh.pdf
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/mountford-charles-pearcy-11188
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Kevin first went to the Kimberley in the early 1960s, working as a machine operator 
on bulldozers and scrapers that helped to put in beef roads. One of those was the 
Gibb River Road.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The workers stayed in Main Roads campsites, in tents. Kevin’s work also took in the 
road between Wyndham and Halls Creek, exposing him to more of the Kimberley, 
and to plenty of dust. Sunday mornings offered a change of pace—maintenance! 

In 1975, Kevin and his wife Yvonne decided to go into tourism. One of his first jobs 
was to convey and provide for participants on pre-congress excursions to the 
Devonian Reef complexes of the Canning Basin (in the Kimberley). That was for the 
25th International Geological Congress, the first time in Australia for the congress. 

In 1980, Kevin, Yvonne and their children accompanied Howard on a trip along the 
Gibb River Road. At Gibb River Station they met Roly Mimiduwin, an old friend of 
Howard’s who took them to an unusual art site for which he was the custodian. The 
Wandjina paintings, maintained by their guide, were under a large mushroom-
shaped sandstone rock.  

It was three years later that Kevin and Howard trekked to the cave described by 
George Grey in 1838. That trip took them across the Elizabeth and Catherine Range 
and, in taking that direct route, they went close to perishing in a bushfire and from 
lack of water. 

Our trek with Kevin was far more relaxed. We simply sat back and enjoyed the 
superb selection of photos and his anecdotes about the Kimberley connections. 

Cathie Clement 

This bogged Bulldozer, and 
the fate of the two graders that 
came to its rescue, show why, 
in days gone by, teamsters 
and others seldom moved 
around the Kimberley until the 
ground dried out. 

http://www.gibbriverroad.net/history-of-the-kimberley.html
ftp://geo-web-pro-1.ucc.usyd.edu.au/pub/dietmar/GEOS2124/Yass/Reading_Material/Playford_Devonian_Great_Barrier_Reef_Canning_Basin_AAPGBull1980.pdf
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REST IN PEACE 

On 20 July 2014, Martin Copley AM, having suffered a short illness, died peacefully 

at home at the age of 74. Hailed as a visionary for his personal commitment to the 

foundation of the Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC), Martin made a huge 

difference to the fate of wildlife in Australia. His philanthropy in that area was 

amazing. In the words of the Wilderness Society WA, “he put his money where his 

heart was”. 

Born in England, Martin had a link to Western Australia through his grandfather Sam 

Copley, Sam’s brother Ben, and Ben’s son Ben. Sam Copley was best known for his 

involvement in creating the suburb of Mt Lawley but he, his brother, and nephew also 

had substantial pastoral interests. Their Kimberley stations, held at various times 

between 1904 and 1954, included Denison Downs, Margaret River, Ord River, 

Plympton St. Mary, Sturt Creek, Mt Barnett, Oscar Range, Millie Windie, and 

Brooking Springs.   

When the AWC decided to purchase a Kimberley station for conservation purposes 

in 2001, it selected Mornington, which, like Mt Barnett, Oscar Range, Millie Windie 

and Brooking Springs, is in the ranges that form the central part of the region. Martin 

spoke to the Kimberley Society about the work at Mornington (‘Saving the Wildlife of 

the Central Kimberley: The Private Sector Role’) in September 2003. 

For more than 20 years, inspired by a visit to Warrawong Sanctuary near Adelaide in 

1989, Martin devoted himself to nature conservation and used his wealth to establish 

sanctuaries throughout inland and coastal Australia. Today’s network of 23 AWC 

sanctuaries covers three million hectares (7.4 million acres), with Marion Downs 

having been added to Mornington in 2008. Other Kimberley sanctuaries added since 

then are at Tableland Station and Artesian Range (on Charnley River Station). 

Martin leaves his partner Valentine, three children and six grandchildren. 

Cathie Clement 
 

 

  
  
The Chairman of the Kimberley Foundation Australia, Maria Myers AO, and Directors invite 
you to KFA's annual public lecture 50,000 years of Aboriginal people in the southern 
Kimberley, to be delivered by Professor Jane Balme, University of Western Australia.  

Date: Wednesday 29 October 

Time: 6.30pm 

Venue: Theatre Auditorium, The University Club, University of Western Australia 

Admission: This is a free event. 

The lecture will be followed by light refreshments 

Proudly sponsored by ICRG & Aboriginal Maritime Pty Ltd.  

 

Registration is essential to reserve your seat. 

RSVP online via Try Booking http://www.trybooking.com/100453   

ANNUAL PUBLIC LECTURE 

http://www.australianwildlife.org/
http://www.kimberleysociety.org/oldfiles/2003/SAVING%20THE%20WILDLIFE%20OF%20THE%20CENTRAL%20KIMBERLEY%20Sept%2003.pdf
http://www.kimberleysociety.org/oldfiles/2003/SAVING%20THE%20WILDLIFE%20OF%20THE%20CENTRAL%20KIMBERLEY%20Sept%2003.pdf
http://www.trybooking.com/100453


 

BOAB BULLETIN 8 October 2014 
 

    
 
 
 
ON THIS DAY 

1 Oct 1864 Preparations were underway at Fremantle to ship men and animals north for  
the Roebuck Bay Pastoral and Agricultural Association (Ltd). 

1 Oct 1879 At Yam Creek in the Northern Territory, Alexander Forrest and his party, 
having completed their expedition across the Kimberley, received letters from 
WA – the first since January. 

1 Oct 1880 George Pryde Paterson began a diary for the Murray Squatting Company 
venture that established Yeeda Station on the Fitzroy River.  

1 Oct 1885 The 87-ton schooner Ellerton sailed from Port Darwin with 35 tons of cargo 
that would be used to establish the second store at Cambridge Gulf.  

1 Oct 1886 A newspaper on the Central Otago Goldfields in New Zealand read: ‘Most 
discouraging accounts still come to hand from the Kimberley goldfields, in 
fact, it is pronounced a most unmitigated duffer, a huge failure, and it is 
feared that hundreds of men who were led there will have a bad time of it’. 

1 Oct 1889 In Derby, West Kimberley settlers began signing a petition asking to have the 
‘natives’ in the Barrier Range, near Lennard River Station and Lillmaloora 
Station, declared outlaws. 

1 Oct 1915 The WA Government cancelled a reserve that had been set aside near 
Fitzroy Crossing in 1905 for ‘Wallaberi Townsite’. 

1 Oct 1935 Walkabout magazine published an illustrated account of John K Ewers’ motor 
vehicle trip from Port Hedland to Broome. 

FREE TO A GOOD HOME – 
THE MUDDY WATERS   

Sid Breeden is having a “clean 
out” and hopes that someone 
else wants seven plus years 
worth of The Muddy Waters. 
His collection contains most of 
the issues published since 24 
May 2007. 

The fortnightly newspaper has 
a focus on the town of Derby 
and on the area covered by the 
Shire of Derby/West Kimberley. 
It contains a variety of  what Sid 
describes as ‘interesting, 
informative, entertaining and 
what will become historical 
information’.  

Each edition is about 26 pages 
in A4 booklet format, with the 
last few years printed in colour. 

Anyone interested in receiving 
the newspapers can contact 
Sid in Perth on (08) 9341 3343. 
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BOOK NOTE 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leo died at Glenroy Station in 1982 aged 82, and, because he told many interesting 
stories over the years, his son Michael decided to record some of those and some of 
his own. The result is an unvarnished account of ordinary but interesting lives spent 
mostly in the Kimberley. Stations, animals, machinery, and motor vehicles feature in 
many of the stories, which range from a death-defying ride on a mule at Noora Noora 
out-camp to mysterious lights in the night sky out of Derby. 

The detail in the stories, which are accompanied by more than 170 photographs, is 
excellent. Page 140, for instance, shows what must be one of the world’s most 
unusual donkey carts. Fred Russ senior showed that photo to Michael after a Gibb 
River Station “smoko” and then told him about its ingenious construction. 

Because the space available for this note prevents any comprehensive description of 
the book’s contents, the following cryptic list of Leo’s and Michael’s whereabouts and 
activities will have to suffice. All the dates are approximate. The stories unfold more 
or less chronologically, with Michael’s reminiscences of his childhood and later times 
interspersed with his father’s activities. 

The coverage of Leo’s life includes: 1900–22 (Western Australia, birth, schooling, 
and working on a Murchison station); 1922–27 (Broome, pearling); 1927–32 (Derby 
& environs, carrying); 1933 (Fitzroy River, Noora Noora out-camp, station work); 
1934–44 (Anna Plains Station, windmill man & mechanic); 1944–47 (Broome & 
beyond, trucking); 1947–50 (Broome, establishing and running a garage); 1950–51 
(Luluigui Station, windmill man & mechanic); 1952–54 (Liveringa Station, windmill 
man & mechanic); 1955 onward (Quanbun and other stations, water boring). 

The coverage of Michael’s life includes: 1939–54 (Anna Plains, Broome, & Hale 
School in Perth); 1955 (working with Leo); 1956–61 (Cockatoo Island & Port Kembla, 
apprenticeship as a fitter and turner); 1961 onward (Derby & beyond, carrying, other 
carriers, a dangerous crossing of Cone Bay, and more). 

In God before Gugeri, as is often the case in reminiscences, the names of people 
who are not central to the stories are sometimes misspelt. Some, e.g. McLarty and 
Skipworth, are correct in the index but wrong in the text. Others, e.g. Beharell, are 
misspelt in both places. This is a small point but one that needs to be noted by 
anyone using the book for research. And there will be plenty who do that. The index 
contains only the names of people. Readers interested in specific places will find it 
helpful to peruse the two-page ‘Contents’ and the four-page ‘List of illustrations’. 

While finding the stories about Leo’s life and Michael’s younger days interesting, it 
was the ones about Michael’s carrying in the ‘underworld’—the country beyond the 
King Leopold Range—that got my full attention. With little having been written 
elsewhere about the early years of such stations as Theda and Doongan, those 
stories help to fill in some of the gaps in Kimberley history. 

Cathie Clement  

God before Gugeri : Luggers, trucks & water bores & 
other Kimberley stories by Michael Gugeri. Hesperian 
Press, 2014. Soft Cover, A4, 226 pages, illustrated, ISBN 
978-0-85905-567-3, RRP $45.00.  

This long awaited volume offers great stories about the region 
and its people. Beginning with Leo Gugeri’s arrival in Broome 
in 1922, and taking in the life of Doug Blythe (1911–2000), the 
stories end with the death of Billy King in 2001.  

   

 

 

 

http://hesperianpress.com/
http://hesperianpress.com/
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2014 SCIENCE ON THE BROOME COAST SERIES 

These events are hosted by Roebuck Bay Working Group and the Yawuru Land and 
Sea Unit. The remaining three for this year are: 

LEN MCKENZIE: Broome’s underwater meadows - Seagrass is one of the most 
productive ecosystems on earth and monitoring the bay is essential. 
Friday October 24, 6-7 pm, Lotteries House, 620 Cable Beach Road, Broome 

PROF. ALEXANDRA MCMANUS & DR WENDY HUNT: Health and wellbeing benefits of 
recreational fishing - An exploration of statistics which support the benefits of recreational 
fishing in Broome. 
Wednesday November 12, 6-7 pm, Broome Fishing Club, 96 Port Drive, Entrance Point, Broome 

DAVID WILSON: Climate Change – what to expect for Broome and the Kimberley coast. 
Wednesday December 3, 6-7 pm, Broome Public Library, Cnr Hamersley and Haas Streets, 
Broome 

For more details see the Roebuck Bay Working Group website or contact the group’s Project 
Manager, Kandy Curran by email or on Mobile 0400 003864. 

 
 

 

  CONTRIBUTIONS WANTED  

All things Kimberley: news, articles, book notes, obituaries, letters, etc.  

 

 

COUNCIL 2014-2015 

President:  Jeff Murray 

Vice-Presidents: Roger Passmore and Mike Donaldson 

Secretary:   Frank Woodmore 

Membership Secretary: Mike Donaldson  

Treasurer:   Jeffrey Gresham 

Councillors:  Geoff Owen, Michael Cusack, and Tony Gates. 
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http://www.roebuckbay.org.au/
mailto:info@roebuckbay.org.au
http://www.kimberleysociety.org/
mailto:admin@kimberleysociety.org

